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In recent years Augusta Raurica has constantly increased its reputation as one of the tourist highlights of 
the region. The Roman house, the museum and not least the extensive grounds are appreciated and 
frequently used as a local recreational site by many.

A lot of effort in recent years has been put into making a trip to Augusta Raurica a sensual experience.  
60 workshops currently offer visitors an opportunity to take an authentic trip to the Roman period, be it 
as a family or as interested individuals. Baking bread in a Roman wood-fired oven, Roman cookery 
courses, afternoons of fun and games in the amphitheatre and regular insight into research projects are 
just some of the very popular attractions.
More than 30 monuments, rest areas, audio points and audio guides, the idyllic animal park:  
Augusta Raurica invites visitors to actively participate on one hand and to contemplate and reflect on  
the other.

In order to better respond to the needs of our visitors, we have created a quality label for the entire 
operation of Augusta Raurica, which has been launched by Switzerland Tourism. This entailed applying 
procedures of quality control not only to the visitor and technical services and other ‘easily’ measured 
areas but also to areas like ‘research’ or ‘education & outreach’, which are somewhat more difficult  
to measure. The entire process not only resulted in an improvement of our services but has also made a 
noticeable difference to our multilayered internal sequence of operations. 

Augusta Raurica and tourism
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The spectacles in the Roman theatre

An atmosphere reminiscent of 1800 years ago: in those days up to 10,000 viewers swarmed the tiers 
of the imposing theatre of Augusta Raurica. Today there is only enough seating for 2000 visitors. The 
atmosphere, however, is still beyond compare. 

The best-preserved monument of its type north of the Alps, the theatre can look back on almost 
2000 years of history: a theatre in Roman times, a quarry in post-medieval times, then an object of 
research and finally in the 20th century a popular location for ancient spectacles and renowned jazz 
concerts.

Since 2007 the theatre is once again being used as a venue for large events. The range of spectacles 
includes modern music, classical theatre, experimental installations and traditional jazz. Much the 
same as in Roman times the theatre in Augusta Raurica has again grown into one of the most impor-
tant public areas in northwestern Switzerland. 

The largest Roman festival in Switzerland takes place in Augusta Raurica every year on the last weekend 
in August. More than 500 people from many different countries – dressed up as ‘real’ Romans of course 
– bring new life to the old ruins. Children – also wearing Roman clothes if they so wish – can forge 
brooches, create mosaics, take a trip in a Roman chariot or visit the legionary school. 

The parents in the meantime stroll through the Roman market, listen to archaeologists talking about 
their work or look over the armourer’s shoulder. From time to time one might meet up to see gladiators 
fight in the ancient theatre, to listen to a concert of Roman music or to savour a real Roman feast in one 
of the many restaurants. 

The colourful festival is well known beyond the region and attracts thousands of visitors delighted to be 
transported back to the Roman period. One of the secrets of the success of the largest family event in 
northwestern Switzerland is its unique atmosphere: surrounded by authentic monuments and enter-
taining spectacles, visitors learn about modern scientific research presented in an easily comprehensible 
manner.

The largest Roman festival in Switzerland
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Service

Augusta Raurica
Open-air museum – museum – Roman house – animal park
Giebenacherstrasse 17
CH-4302 Augst, Switzerland
Tel. 0041 (0)61 816 22 22
Fax  0041 (0)61 816 22 61
mail@augusta-raurica.ch
www.augusta-raurica.ch

Opening hours

Museum + Roman house
March – October:  		  Mon 1pm – 5pm, Tue–Sun 10am – 5pm 
November – February: 	 Mon 1pm – 5pm, Tue–Sun 11am – 5pm
Please remember to make an advanced booking for your group’s visit to the museum. 

Outdoor facilities
Daily: 	  			   10am – 5pm
Closed: 			   24th, 25th, 31st December and 1st January 

Admission charges
The ancient monuments and the animal park are free of charge. 

Admission museum and Roman house
Adults	 CHF 7.–
Children/Adolescents (6–18 years), 
school children, students, senior citizens,  
groups of 10 or more persons per person	 CHF 5.–

The Upper Rhine Museum Pass is valid.

Getting here: many roads lead to Augusta Raurica

Rail
By S1 from Basel SBB, Frick or Rheinfelden to Kaiseraugst (NOT ‘Salina Raurica’). 15-minute walk to 
the museum and the central sights. Timetable: www.sbb.ch. 

Bus
Line 70 from Basel-Aeschenplatz or from Reigoldswil/Liestal to bus stop Augst. 15-minute walk to the 
museum and the central sights. Timetable: www.aagl.ch. 

Coach
Motorway exit ‘Augst’ or ‘Rheinfelden’, follow the brown ‘Augusta Raurica’ signposts. Please use the 
special coach parking areas. 

Boat
Only in the summer months: from Basel-Schifflände or Rheinfelden to Augst or Kaiseraugst.  
20-minute walk to the Roman museum (journey time Basel–Kaiseraugst: 110 minutes, return jour-
ney: 90 minutes). Timetable: www.bpg.ch. 

Rhine ferry
Herten–Kaiseraugst. Timetable: www.kaiseraugst.ch. 

On foot
Various hiking tracks signposted in yellow lead to Augst and Kaiseraugst from Liestal, Birsfelden or 
Rheinfelden.

Cycling
Two official routes with red bicycle signposts lead to and through Augusta Raurica. Information and 
maps can be found at www.veloland.ch.   
Offizielle Routenführer: Vol. 1. Rhône-Route; Vol. 2. Rhein-Route, Vol. 3. Nord-Süd-Route;  
Zürich: Werd-Verlag, 2008.
Bicycle hire: Basel: Train station SBB, Tel 0041 (0)51 229 23 45 or at  
http://mct.sbb.ch/mct/reisemarkt/services/mobilitaet/mietvelo.htm or at www.veloland.ch. 

Wheelchairs
The Roman museum and the Roman house are wheelchair-accessible with assistance, while the  
outdoor facilities are only partially accessible.
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Circuits

In the Roman town centre

Gods and gladiators

Round about the animal park

In the fortress by the Rhine

Roman town area

Pedestrian route

Picnic area

Pool

Coach park

Symbols Monuments

Museum with Roman house 

Temple retaining wall and modern bakery

Temple on Schönbühl hill 

Theatre

Taberna

Forum and forum temple

Basilica and curia

Hypocaust

Bath complex and subterranean well house 

Trading house and workshops 

Sanctuary on Grienmatt 

Amphitheatre 

Water main 

East gate and town wall 

Animal park 

Funeral monument 

Tile works 

Sewer of the central baths and cellar

Kaiseraugst fort (fort wall)

Rhine baths 

Early church and bishop’s residence 

Bridgehead
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